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Senator Wright Announces Grant
for NCL SBuilding Project at Open House
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JOUNTRY LIBRARY SYSTEM
RENOVATION PROJECT
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DELIVERY ENVELOP

At the NCLS Open House on April 7th, Senator James
W. Wright made a surprising and very welcome
announcement that he will be contributing $175,000
towards the planned renovation of the NCL S Service
Center building. $75,000 is earmarked for an updated
heating and cooling system, and $100,000 will go
towards the new 24 station computer training lab.

Senator Wright made the announcement to a crowd of
approximately 120 guests and NCL S staff. Everyone
was thrilled to hear this wonderful news.

Thetotal cost of the building project is estimated at
$650,000. NCLS previously allocated $200,000 from its
annual budget, sold a parcel of land for $50,000, and has
received a $25,000 grant from the Northern New Y ork
Community Foundation. That brings total funds raised
for the project to $450,000.

2006-2007 Sate Budget News

The state legidature has passed the $20 million
increase in library funding for the 2006-07 budget and
the Governor has approved it!

Please contact your Senate and Assembly members and
thank them for working hard to pass legislation
granting increased funding to libraries.

The additional aid is broken down as follows:
$2.7 million to start using the 2000 Census
$3 million increase for all types of library systems
$14 million in construction and renovation aid for
public libraries.

Thisisthelargest increasein Library Aid ever.

What doesit mean for our area? (These are
approximate figures):

Using the 2000 Census: $4,000 for NCLS
System Aid: $62,000 of "one-time" money, to be
spread among many programs that get funded
through NCLS

Construction: $430,000 - WAY up from our usual
$24,000

NCL S Web Site
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The NCLS web site, www.nclsweb.org, has awhole
new look as of April 7, 2006. The goa of the new site
design isto increase web site functionality and
accessibility for staff, trustees, friends, and patrons of
the NCLS member libraries as well as staff of NCLS.

Some of the major changes to take note of:

- The NOVEL (and al other) Databases are now
listed by subject on the “Reference & Research”
page
The “Consulting”, “Grants & Funding”, and
“Trustee Resources’ page are brand new!

When looking for a posted file or document, you
will now find it on the corresponding department’s
page (thereisno “NCLS Documents’ page).
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Did you know that NCL S compiles statistics from each library’ s annual report every year and puts them into
an Excel spreadsheet? Y ou can access the information for 1996-2005 in this spreadsheet from the NCLS
web site on the “ Trustee Resources’.

What do the statisticstell us?

174,274

registered borrowers
8% fewer than in 2004

}

Why lower?

}

When libraries automate (and four
have over the past year), they clean
out their patron files and eliminate
inactive borrowers, thus making
the overall number of registered
borrowers less.
So, remember, decreases are not
aways a negative indicator!

1,042,173
library visits
9% increase over 2004

}

The number of library
visitsto NCL S libraries
increases every year.
Libraries are in demand!

94,124

new items added
22% fewer than 2004

\

BUT...the amount of $ spent
on materials was amost the
same asin 2004. This
indicates that the costs of
materials have risen (more
than $1 per item).

76,715
ILL transactions

7% increase over 2004

!

NCLS member libraries are
sharing more materials, thus
maximizing the resources
available to patrons!

1788.5 hours
open per week
28.5 more hours per

week than in 2004

}

NCLS member libraries
have increased hours to
better serve the public!

Thisyear’s Summer Reading Program themeis*® Books: A Treasure”!

Studies have shown that children who continue to read during the summer when Bogks:
school is not in session perform better in the fall when school resumes. The summer
reading programs offered at North Country libraries will help kids maintain and
improve reading levels over the summer while they have fun with books, enjoy
reading-related activities, use computers and safely surf the Internet, create craft
projects, and interact with their peers.

NCLS Member libraries are already getting prepared for this year’s program.
Materials and incentives have been ordered and librarians have attended workshops
to gather ideas for making their library the place to be this summer. Last year North
Country Libraries offered aimost 600 programs with over 11,000 children and teens
attending. Overall summer readers read 27,000 books! We hope to increase those

numbers this year.

Thisyear’ stheme, “Books: A Treasure!” promises to offer alot of fun for librarians
planning programs and the kids who attend. Treasure hunts, pirate adventures, Kings S\ “ = e
and queens, castles, and royal thrones will all be found at the library this summer. o

For questions about or assistance with the Summer Reading Program at
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your library, contact Y outh Services Consultant, Regan DeFranza at rdefranza@ncls.org.
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Library Use Sudy by theALA Calendar of Events
April-May 2006:

A new national study from the American Library Association www.nclsweb.org
(ALA) finds that Americans overwhelmingly are very satisfied Click on “Event Registration”
with their public libraries, agree more public library funding is
needed and believe public libraries will be needed in the future. ’5,,%"\\
Two-thirds of adult Americans (roughly 135 million people) N %
visited their public libraries last year. (=

April
19th— HeritageQuest Online
Henderson Free Library, 6:30-8pm

Some of the study’ s other findings:

Seven out Qf 10 Amerl cans repqrt being extremely orvery 25th— Making Sense of the Dollars and Cents!
satisfied with their public libraries - up 10 points from 2002. Potsdam Public Library, 6:30pm
26th— Making Sense of the Dollars and Cents!
More than 8 in 10 Americans (85 percent) agree that their NCLS Service Center, 6:30-8pm
public libraries deserve more funding - including 58 percent May
who strongly egree. 2nd- Requests, Requests...What Do | Do?
. NCLS Service Center, 9:30-12pm
More than half of survey respondents (52 percent) believe 3rd- Requests, Requests..What Do | Do?
$41 or more should be spent. Americans currently provide, NNYLN, 10-12:30pm
on average, about $25 per year per person in local tax 9th— What's My Job? Trustee Orientation
support for public libraries. Pulaski Public Library, 6:30-8pm
16th— Gates Rural Sustainability Seminar
Ninety-two percent of survey respondents believe libraries Carriage House, Watertown
will till be needed in the future - even with all of the 9:30am-4:30pm o
information available on the Internet. 23rd—What's My Job? Trustee Orientation

Potsdam Public Library, 6:30-8pm

More than one-third of Americans put the benefits of 25th-What's My Job? Trustee Orientation
Lowville Free Library, 6:30-8pm

libraries at the top of the public services list - as compared to 31— What's My Job? Trustee Orientation
schools, roads and parks - up 6 points from 2002. NCLS Service Center, 6:30-8pm

Getting to Know NCL S Saff: Faith Bettinger

Faith has been at NCL S for fifteen years and has been in the Outreach Department since 2004. Shereally
enjoys her work, especially helping all the Outreach patrons.

Faith grew up in Ellisburg, NY, but she and her husband, Jack, traveled and lived all over the world for the
twenty years that Jack wasin the Navy. Shetells great stories about Alaska and Japan! Faith and Jack have

two children and four grandchildren and they enjoy attending their sporting
events and school activities in the South Jefferson School District.

Talents: Faith only mentioned quilting, but we know better! She has many other
talents as well, such as baking. '
Favorite movie: O Brother, Where Art Thou
Favorite author: Catherine Coulter

Favorite books: FBI Thrillers
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Automation Update

The Oswego School District Public Library has signed a contract to join the SIRSI automated
circulation system, replacing their current service with the Follett Software Company.

The Lowville Free Library, Hannibal Free Library, Hepburn Library of Madrid, and
Morristown Public Library are all nearing the end of the automation process and are expected
to go live by early Summer.

If your library isinterested in learning more about automation,
please contact your Consultant at NCLS.

OPEN HOUSE PHOTOS!

The crowd listens to Senator

Wright’ s announcement!
-

From left: Jennifer Donnelly,
Steve Bolton, and Senator
Wright £

If your library has newsworthy information to share in NCLS Access,
please contact Amy Degnan at NCLS: 782-5540 or adegnan@ncls.org

North Country Library System NON-PROFIT ORG
POSTAGE PAID
22072 County Route 190 WATERTOWN. NY
PO. Box 99 13601

Watertown, NY 13601 PERMIT #49



