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Governor Proposes 2006-07 State Budget 
Library Funding Remains Flat 

 
Governor Pataki has released his budget for the State 
fiscal year that begins on April 1st.   The proposed 
budget leaves State support for libraries where it has 
been for eight years:  at the same level of funding we 
received in 1998.   This lack of support has gradually 
diminished the shared services provided by the North 
Country Library System.  The slow but relentless 
decline in State support for libraries has had, and will 
continue to have, an erosive effect on the quality of your 
library’s services.   
 
NCLS is projecting deficit budgets from 2006 forward 
and therefore will be forced to make difficult decisions 
concerning our essential services.  This year we have 
reduced our materials budget by 55%, and this line item 
is scheduled to be eliminated in 2007.  We will also 
make a necessary adjustment in staff responsibilities and 
drop another position.  This represents the ninth position 
your Service Center has lost since 1998.  Total staff has 
been reduced by 28%.  
 
The New York Library Association has three legislative 
priorities, which are listed on the NYLA web site at:      

www.nyla.org  
 

under “Advocacy”, then “2006 legislative priorities”.  
Please contact your State legislators and tell them that 
public libraries deserve their active support. 
 
There are 487 Trustees in our 64 member libraries.  If 
everyone writes and calls to demand better support for 
public libraries, you will be a potent force that will help 
libraries.  Please keep in mind that you are representing 
188,419 registered library users in our four-county area! 

A Northern Light Author 
Visits Flower Memorial Library 

 
On January 17th, Jennifer Donnelly, author of the 
first North Country Reads selection, A Northern 
Light, visited Flower Memorial Library in        
Watertown for a reception and book signing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the first year of North Country Reads, a 
“one book, one community” reading program for 
Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence Counties       
co-sponsored by Flower Memorial Library,       
Jefferson Community College, and North Country 
Public Radio. 
 

Funding has been provided by Verizon ($20,000), 
Senator James Wright ($10,000), and the Northern 
New York Community Foundation ($7,500). 
 

For more information about North Country 
Reads and upcoming events, visit the NCPR web 
site at:  www.ncpr.org 

22072 County Rte. 190 
Watertown, NY 13601 

(315) 782-5540 
Fax: (315) 782-6883 

 

www.nclsweb.org 

Portion of NCLS Property  
Pending Sale 

 
One of the two parcels of land that NCLS put on 
the market last Spring is pending sale for $50,000.  
The proceeds from the sale will go towards the 
planned building improvement project.  The re-
maining parcel of riverfront property, 6.25 acres 
on the western side of the building, is still avail-
able and is listed with Elliott Realty for $99,000. 
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NCLS IT Department has brand new  
laptop/projector combos available for loan! 

 
The IT Department has purchased, using Gates 
grant funds, two laptop/projector combos that are 
neatly stored in a hardcover, rolling case for safe 
and easy transport!  The combos are available for 
NCLS member libraries and NCLS staff to borrow 
for library business.   
 
No longer will you have to hook up a projector to a 
desktop PC...now you can get the laptop with it, 
too!  How convenient! 
 
To reserve a laptop and projector, please call the 
Outreach Department at NCLS:  782-5540.  

 
~In Memoriam~ 

 

Mrs. Shirley M. White 
 

Mrs. White, a former library manager at the Adams Free       
Library, passed away on December 21, 2005 at the age of 80 at 
the Samaritan Medical Center in Watertown where she had 
been a patient since December 17th.  She was born in Orwell, 
NY and graduated from Adams High School in 1943.   
 
Mrs. White enjoyed flower gardening, crossword puzzles, 
country music, traveling, socializing with family and friends 
and dining out.  She was also artistically talented and enjoyed   
drawing and pencil sketching.   
 
She is survived by her husband, Rishel, and two sons and a 
daughter-in-law, three grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren, three step-grandchildren, five step-great-
grandchildren, and several nephews and nieces. 

Mr. Robert R. Boshart 
 

Mr. Robert R. Boshart, father of B.E. Strong Memorial Library  
Manager Sharon Stewart, passed away on December 17, 2005, 
at the age of 73 after a battle with cancer.  Mr. Boshart and his 
wife, Elaine, operated a dairy farm in Turin for 40 years.  He 
was selected in 1965 as Outstanding Young Farmer of the Year 
by the Greater Lowville Jaycees and was a member of Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, a 29-year member of the Lewis County 
Chamber of Commerce and a director and secretary of Lowville 
Producers Dairy Cooperative. 
 
He also was a member of the St. Lawrence National Bank board 
and Turin Town Board, secretary of the Turin Planning Board, 
chairman of the Cooperative Tug Hill Council Zoning Board of 
Appeals and, most recently, an enumerator for the New York 
State Agricultural Statistics Service. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Elaine, his daughter, Sharon, a son, a 
brother and a sister, two grandchildren, and several nephews, 
nieces and cousins. 

2005 Highlights: 
 

• The IT Team made over 250 library visits! 
• Member libraries received E-Rate rebates        

totaling over $34,000. 
• Libraries in Cape Vincent, Clayton, Carthage, 

Cranberry Lake, and Ogdensburg were set up 
with secure wireless hot spots (so patrons can 
hook up laptops to an internet connection in the 
library!). 

• The Clifton Community Library in Cranberry 
Lake was set up with satellite internet access due 
to the loss of their internet service with     
Westelcom and the lack of availability of any 
other internet service provider in the area. 

• The IT Department awarded 12 PC replacement 
grants. 

• Currently, nine libraries are in the process of 
automating with the SIRSI circulation system. 

The NCLS web site has a new Events      
Registration page that allows registrants 

to view class size and receive instant            
confirmation of registration.   

Check it out at  
www.nclsweb.org 

The IT Team 
at NCLS 

From left:  Steve Gaines, Yvonne Reff,  
Meg White, Marcia Gray, and Jerry Schell 

Spotlight on  Information Technology    



NCLS Marketing Grants 
 
In early 2005, Regan DeFranza submitted an LSTA grant 
proposal to the NYS Library in order to acquire funds to 
implement a marketing program for NCLS and its member 
libraries.  The grant was approved by the NYS Library and 
member libraries were then given the opportunity to apply to 
NCLS for marketing “mini-grants” in order to receive assistance 
in running a marketing campaign for their library.  Ms. Dagmar 
Jaunzems, MLS, was hired to facilitate the marketing program 
and to work with the libraries on their marketing campaigns as 
well as teach workshops and to market NCLS as a whole. 
 

Congratulations to the following libraries for being awarded the 
NCLS Marketing mini-grant: 
• Ogdensburg Public Library (St. Lawrence County) 
• Hepburn Library of Colton  (St. Lawrence County) 
• Croghan Free Library  (Lewis County) 
• Constantia Library  (Oswego County) 
• Ainsworth Memorial Library of Sandy Creek (Oswego County) 
• Crosby Public Library of Antwerp  (Jefferson County) 
• Hay Memorial Library of Sackets Harbor  (Jefferson County) 
 

Many applications were received and every one of them was 
worthy of receiving the grant, but only seven were able to be 
funded.  It was a very difficult choice for the review committee 
(Dagmar Jaunzems, Regan DeFranza, and Steve Bolton).  After 
the selections were made by the committee, Consultants were 
able to review the choices and the decision was finalized.  Many 
thanks to all who applied and good luck to the recipients! 

Calendar of Events 
February 2006: 
www.nclsweb.org 

Click on “Event Registration” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7– Library Marketing for Trustees 
            NCLS, 9:30am-12pm 
 
14– Summer Reading 2006 Workshop 
            NCLS, 9:30am-12pm 
 
14– Library Marketing for Trustees 
       Pulaski Public Library, 9:30am-12pm 
 
15– Summer Reading 2006 Workshop 
            NNYLN 10am-12:30pm 
 
20- President’s Day 
            CLOSED– no delivery 
 
21– Library Marketing for Trustees 
        Lowville Free Library, 9:30am-12pm 
 
28– Library Marketing for Trustees 
     Potsdam Public Library, 9:30am-12pm 
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Getting to Know NCLS Staff:  Dagmar Jaunzems          
 
Dagmar is currently working at NCLS on the LSTA Marketing grant (see article 
above).  She will be teaching the Library Marketing workshops this month, so 
check out the events registration page on the NCLS web site.  She has a real 
flair for marketing and has managed to get library news stories on the local TV 
channels quite frequently lately!  
 
Dagmar grew up in Toronto, Ontario and has received a Bachelor’s degree in 
Fine Arts, a Master of Education degree, a Master of Fine Arts degree, and a 
Master of Library Science degree (wow!).  In her “previous lives”, she taught 
high school art, was a production manager for a library/art publication for the   
J. Paul Getty Center in Los Angeles, and was the director of the Canton Free 
Library.   
 
Her favorite pastime is “going to Toronto and  
hanging out in the funky districts.” 
 
Favorite author:  Henry James 
 
Favorite movie:  Ghostbusters! 
 

NCLS Staff Changes 
 

Scott McIntyre, NCLS Delivery     
Supervisor/Driver has left NCLS to 
accept a position in the Watertown 
City Police Department.   
Congratulations, Scott! 
 

Bernard Robinson is now the         
Delivery Supervisor and main driver, 
so please direct delivery questions to 
him at 782-5540 or  
brobinson@ncls.org.   
 

Gordon Cronk will be driving more 
frequently as well. 
 

In other changes, Mary O’Donnell is 
now the contact person for the    
Printing Department and Bulk     
Mailing Service.  Mary can be      
contacted at 782-5540 or  
modonnell@ncls.org. 
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Automation Update 
 

The recently expanded and renovated David E. Vayner Branch of the Fulton Public Library   
began using the SIRSI circulation system during  a “Go Live!” event at the branch on January 
3, 2006.   The branch (thanks mainly to the efforts of twelve dedicated volunteers) began      
bar-coding the collection in October 2005.  The Vayner Branch is located in the Catholic    
Charities Building and opened in 1999 and is named after a young Fulton man who lost his life 
in a tragic accident in June 1993.   
 
The Adams Center Free Library has just signed a contract with 
NCLS to join the SIRSI automation system.   
 
If your library is interested in learning more about 
automation, please contact your Consultant at NCLS. 

North Country Library System 
22072 County Route 190 

P.O. Box 99 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Tidbit:  The new federal    
mileage reimbursement 
rate is now $0.445 per mile. 

If your library has newsworthy information to share in NCLS Access,  
please contact Amy Degnan at NCLS:  782-5540 or adegnan@ncls.org 
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