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Contact State Legislators about State Library Aid

On Tuesday, March 14th, NYLA representatives and
representatives from libraries of all types acig¥s
state will meet with state legislators in Albany fo
“Library Lobby Day”. If you are interested in atiging
Lobby Day in Albany and would like to know the
schedule of meetings with legislators, you canajo t
www.nnyln.net and click on “News”.

Now is the time to contact your state legislat@sheey
prepare for legislative sessions to finalize tlagest
budget in March and April. We must convince our
legislators that public libraries and library sysseare in
need and should be a priority this year in the letidg
Eight years (since 1998) is a very long time to go
without an increase in funding and will have disass
results for libraries and library systems if thisnid is
not reversed.

A sample letter and petition have been placed en th
NCLS web site: www.nclsweb.org. Feel free to use
these documents or write your own letter to your
legislators detailing your concerns about stateiip
funding. Letters do not need to be long or inelud
statistics and figures; a personal message abaait wh
libraries mean to you is just as important.

To remind you what the legislative priorities fdorhries
are this year, here is a list of the items thatlipub
libraries and library systems need the most:

« $1.85 million increase for state construction gsant
«  $7 million for NOVEL
«  $3 million for library systems

For current news and updates about the state baddet

library legislation, go to: www.nyla.org

NCLS Open House on April 7th

The Annual NCLS Open House is scheduled fg
Friday, April 7th from 9am to 4pm.

=

This year, in addition to member libraries and
legislators, area non-profit agencies and

organizations are being invited to visit NCLS and
learn about the resources we can offer to
enhance the missions of those organizations and
better serve their clients.

Another change in the Open House will be the
addition of short, fifteen-minute presentations
being given throughout the day in the meeting
room. Schedules of presentations will be posted at
the door, so attendees can feel free to explore the
center and drop in on the presentations they may
be interested in with no sign-up or registration
required.

We are also fortunate to haderth Country
Readsauthor Jennifer Donnelly with us from
9am to 10am. Bring your copy AfNorthern
Light and have it signed!

All library staff, trustees, friends, and voluntger
are invited and encouraged to attend!

Blizzard at NCLS!

The NCLS Service Center closed early (4pm) on
Monday, February 6th, but it proved not to be
early enough! The NCLS delivery van got stuck
in the driveway and staff members pitched in tg
get the van out and clear out the lot enough for
staff vehicles to get out safely. The snow
accumulated very quickly and took us all off
guard! Winter has finally arrived!
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Spotlight on Continuing Fducation

“School Ballots Work!” )
January 10th at NCLS First NCLS workshops of 2006

The “School Ballots Work!” Round-Table Discussiorolkshops
on January 10th (NCLS) and 11th (NNYLN) were vesilw

| attended and received positive reviews. Consukamt Degnan
facilitated the discussions and several membearypmanagers
and trustees were invited to share their expergendth the
groups. The attendees appeared to enjoy the disourmat and
several libraries have decided to put a proposiiotheir school
district ballot this year as a result of what thegrned at the
workshop.

“Webinars” are coming!

The high cost of gas and large geographic arelaeofystem has prompted NCLS to look into new
technology that will allow library staff, trusteemd friends to participate in training sessionegiby
NCLS from their own home or local library.

Through the magic of what is referred to as a “webi, registered participants will receive instians
from NCLS prior to the training session, which viniolve logging onto a web site and dialing an 800
number. Once logged on to the web site, the ppatts will be able to view on their own computerest
all the actions the instructor is taking on his/bemputer. Dialing in to the 800 number will erabl
teleconferencing with the instructor as well asdtiesr participants.

Keep an eye on the NCLS web site for more inforomaéind announcement of the first scheduled
webinar!

Norfolk Library’s “Published Author”

One February afternoon, Norfolk, NY—

While most of his classmates hurriedly finish
schoolwork and move on to play a game of ch
or checkers before heading home for dinner, g
ten year old patron feverishly types away on o
of the library’s public computers. He tells liby.
manager, Vicky Brothers, that he is working o
the finishing touches of his “book”, which he t
asks her to read. Ms. Vicky obliges the young
boy and after reading the short story, realizes
she is in the presence of real talent, leadingde
proclaim, “this is great!” The talented young
patron then asks Ms. Vicky if she would pleast
put one of those “things” on the back of the boUk
so that it could be published. The “thing”, of ceey is a bar-code, which the boy innocently belewould
make his book published! Ms. Vicky did put a bade on the book and created a short record inrihieeo
library catalog, which pleased the budding autbard end. As it turns out, the book has circulaed
number of times and the “published author” has ddd&ew more to the collection!
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Libraries Across the Nation Calendar of Events
StrugglesandSuccesses March 2006:

. The Buffalo and Erie County Public Library Syste] ~ www.nclsweb.org
will close 16 branches by the end of 2005, lea@fg Click on “Event Registration”
remaining branches with reduced hours, staffing, an
services. 280 full and part time employees wetkd# at /6@\’—

the end of December 2005.

+ Inthe Southern Tier of NY, the libraries of Chemurg
County were successful in forming a new library disict
(Chemung County Library District) funded by the voters

o
==

of the district with nearly $2 million after their funding 7/— Computer Doctor
from the county was reduced by more than 50%. NCLS, 9:30am-12pm
« Thirty-one of 36 library branches in San Diego (Jdgt 8— Computer Doctor
about seven hours a week since July 18, 2005 becdus NNYLN, 10am-12:30pm

budget constraints. The Mission Valley branch, \wtias
more visitors annually than any other branch, veased to
cut 31 of its 76 weekly hours.

14— HeritageQuest Online
NCLS, 9:30am-12pm

« The South Carolina legislature has more than doubké 14— NYLA Library Lobby Day
the amount of aid it will provide to libraries, increasing in Albany, NY
the allocation from 82 cents to $2 per capita, orém $3.8| | 15— HeritageQuest Online

million to $8.1 million, in fiscal year 2006. NNYLN 9:30am-12pm
« Even though the Denver Public Library system hasbe 23— NCLS Board of Trustees Meeting
ranked among the best in the nation for severakyéae NCLS. 9:30am

system could be facing major changes due to budgst As

part of the proposed city budget, some of the tibsamay | | 28— Summer Reading Planning Workst
have to cut their hours from 30 minutes to as nash0 NCLS, 9:30am-12pm
hours. The new books and materials budget hashéedry

AN , : , 29— Summer Reading Planning Worksh
over 33 percent. Eight job vacancies will not iiedi. NNYLN, 10am-12:30pm

Getting to Know NCLS Staff: Kathy VanNess

Kathy grew up in Connecticut and attended Formaar&@iag School in Litchfield before moving to Dexter
NY in her senior year and graduating from General High School. She works in the Technical Smsi
Department here at NCLS taking care of Interlibdaogn, circulation, processing, and other dutiethef
department. She has been at NCLS since Novembdr. 20

Kathy and her husband, Dave, have three greanladsed Mike, Dave, and Jen. She also has two stel
a brother who she met when she was 30 (she waseadap an infant). She says meeting her biological
family was the best thing she has ever done anticgagine life without them now.

Making people laugh is one of Kathy’s best tal€msst me!).
We all love having her here at NCLS. In her fresetshe loves
to spend time with family and go camping.

Favorite movie:Jaws

Favorite book:Angela’s Asheby Frank McCourt

10p

10p




Page 4

Automation Update
The Annie P. Ainsworth Memorial Library in Sandye€k has completed bar-coding their
collection and adding patrons to the database alhdegin using the SIRSI automated
circulation system on March 8, 2006. Congratufelo
The William H. Bush Memorial Library in Martinsbuwmgll begin SIRSI training and

bar-coding their collection this month with theheF a very enthusiastic group of
trustees and volunteers!

If your library is interested in learning more abautomation,
please contact your Consultant at NCLS. | ‘ ‘ H ”
ANz e002Y6B165

-]

If your library has newsworthy information to shameNCLS Access
please contact Amy Degnan at NCLS: 782-5540 og@ale@ncls.org
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