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Annual Report Reminder 
 

You can enter library 
information and statistics 

online NOW!  
 

Go to the NCLS website 
at www.nclsweb.org, 

click on Services, NYS 
Annual Reports and, 

then,  
Complete Your Annual 

Report Online Here. 
 
 

Watch your email as well 
as the NCLS web page 
for more information and 
more helpful tools that 
will be available soon to 
assist you in completing 
the annual report. 

2008 NYS MEMBER LIBRARY 
ANNUAL REPORTS  

ARE COMING SOON!! 

Things to remember as we all get ready for annual report time!  

The End or  the Beginning?   Beginning balances in both the operating and 
capital funds MUST match the previous year’s ending balances.  
 
Who’s Who?   List trustees on the report for the upcoming 2009 calendar year. 
Please complete all of the fields of information for each trustee.  
 
What Does I t All Mean?   Each and every question MUST be answered. If 
you have difficulty interpreting a question or are unsure how to answer a 
question, refer to the State’s Instructions, the Frequently Asked Questions, or 
call your Consultant. In our experience with annual reports, it is always better 
to ask…than to assume.  

Some changes have been made to the Annual Report that guarantee to make the 
process faster, easier and more efficient.  

 

·  Place your cursor over the “What’s This?”  on the Annual Report Page to see 
what elements of the Annual Report are contained in each Part 

 
·  Place your cursor over the “What’s This?”  within the Annual Report to receive 

a text box containing an explanation of  that term 
 
·  Click on (help) next to line numbers for explanations, examples, etc. of the 

information to be counted on that line 
 
·  All “Return to Index”  buttons are located at the bottom of  the page and in the 

center of every page throughout the Annual Report for your convenience 
 
·  All total rows are now highlighted to improve readability 
 
·  Officers and Trustees (Part 10) can now be edited as a group allowing you to 

edit ALL of the trustee’s information at once 
 
·  Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) has been expanded to include not only last 

year’s questions but new questions on Construction Grant Awards, Gates Grant 
Awards and NOVEL vs. “Other”  databases. 

The only true equalizers in the 
world are books; the only 
treasure-house open to all 
comers is a library; the only 
wealth which will not decay is 
knowledge; the only jewel which 
you can carry beyond the grave 
is wisdom. ~ J.A. Langford 
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Local Author Named National Book Award Finalist 
 
Local author and Mexico resident, Laurie Halse Anderson’s latest book, Chains, was a runner-up 
for the 2008 National Book Award in the Young People’s Literature category. The YA historical 
novel tells the story of Isabel, a 13 year old slave fighting for her freedom in the early days of the 
American Revolution.  
 
Ms. Anderson is not only a talented author, but a strong advocate for public libraries. She has 
given her financial support to the Mexico Public Library while giving freely her valuable time for 
library sponsored programs, donating copies of her books and by being a very faithful library 
patron. In the acknowledgements of  Chains, she thanks libraries in general and gives a shout out 
to Mexico Public Library and the North Country Library System. 

Miniature replica of the 
library sitting on a shelf 

Warm and inviting fireplace 
 in the children's room 

Computers in the children’s room 
and the Book House, 

special shelving for books 

Newly remodeled kitchen 

Comfortable reading area 

Fundraising Quilt 

 
Lowville 

Free L ibrary 

The Lowville Free Library is located in a pleasant, 
historic building in the heart of Lowville. The 
building itself has seen a number of improvements 
this past year. The library received assistance from 
the New York State construction grant program to 
renovate the lower level of the building. New drop 
ceilings and shelving have been added along with 
new cupboards and carpeting for the kitchen. New 
paint, carpeting and lighting brighten the entire 
lower level. A new solar skylight was installed 
above the service desk and a new heating and 
cooling system make the entire building more 
energy efficient. 
 
While the building has undergone an update, library 
programming has continued to grow. Along with 
weekly programming for pre-schoolers, the library 
holds a monthly Book Club which has featured 
author visits including Dave King, Diana Abu-
Jaber, Christopher Kuhl and Irene Uttendorfsky. 
The library offers computer classes and coordinates 
outreach programs with Lewis County General 
Hospital. In addition, books are delivered to 
Brookside Senior Living on a monthly basis. 
 
Creativity is key at the library and shows in its 
Fundraising Quilt.  Library supporters may 
purchase a new “book”  and a new panel is added to 
the fabric shelf. 
 
The library remains very visible in the community 
with its annual book sale, an article each month in 
the local newspaper, Journal & Republican ,and a 
booth at the Lewis County Fair. Library Director, 
Sally Brown, and her staff strive to bring the 
highest level of library service to the community. 



NCLS Calendar of Events 
www.nclsweb.org/events  

 
 

  November 
 

27th- Thanksgiving Day - NCLS Closed - No Delivery 
 
28th- Thanksgiving Holiday - NCLS Closed - No Delivery 
 

 December 
 
11th- NCLS Board of Trustees Meeting 
 10:00 am, NCLS Board Room 
 
25th- Christmas Day - NCLS Closed - No Delivery 
 
26th- Christmas Holiday - NCLS Closed - No Delivery 
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Member L ibrary News 
 
Dexter: 
 
On October 18th, the library celebrated with its Fall Fling, a 
combination book sale, bake sale and craft fair. The event 
was a great success and surpassed library manager, Marlyn 
Bickom’s, expectations, raising more than $1000. 

 

Osceola: 
 
Leona Chereshnoski was hired as the new library director in 
June. Leona was previously a school library media specialist 
at the South Jefferson School District and retired from that 
position in 2006. 
  
Leona is working closely with the library board and NCLS 
and has already made a positive impact on the library. Her 
expertise and enthusiasm are an asset to the library and to the 
community of Osceola. 

Four teen Graduate from NCLS Reference Cer tification Course 
 
Congratulations to the graduates of the autumn NCLS Reference 
Certification course. The course was presented in two sessions and was 
intended to introduce students to basic principles of reference work, 
including the reference interview, general reference sources and 
resource evaluation in both print and electronic formats.  
 
Students were tested at each session and everyone successfully 
completed the course. Each participant was awarded a certificate and 
will be expected to act as a “peer expert”  in the NCLS community. 
 

Congratulations to everyone on a job well done! 

Addie Jenne Russell reads to 
children at Crosby Public Library  

Ms.  Russell and library trustee, 
Joan Bola, entertain the kids  

Addie Jenne Russell Visits Antwerp 
 
On October 18th, Crosby Public Library of Antwerp 
held its annual Halloween Party. Children of all ages 
enjoyed an afternoon of games, crafts and holiday treats. 
 
The highlight of the day was a visit from Jefferson 
County Legislator and New York State 
Assemblywoman-elect, Addie Jenne Russell. Ms. 
Russell actively participated in the event and read stories 
to the children. She had the opportunity to tour the 
building and see first hand the construction needs of the 
facility. 
 
It was a fun afternoon for all. Thank you to everyone 
who made the event a success with a special thanks to 
Addie Jenne Russell. 
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If your library has newsworthy information to share in NCLS Access,  
please contact Joan Pellikka at NCLS:  782-5540 or jpellikka@ncls.org 

Automation Update 
 
Congratulations to the Port Leyden Community Library. They celebrated 
their “Go Live”  day on November 17th and are now fully automated with the 
SIRSI circulation system. 
 
Adams Free Library, Sally Ploof Hunter Memorial Library of Black River  
and the Hepburn Library of Waddington are currently barcoding their 
collections. 
 
The Hepburn Library of Hermon has signed a contract and is preparing to 
automate with the SIRSI circulation system 
 
If your library is interested in automation, please contact your Consultant at NCLS. 
 

2008 Summer Reading Programs 
 
Now that the chill of winter has started to settle in, we can warm 
ourselves with memories of summer and think of these impressive 
summer reading program statistics: 
 
The total number of North Country children and teens registered for 
summer reading programs was 3,635. North Country children and 
teens spent 5,555 hours reading over the summer AND they read a 
total of 19,506 books. 
 
NCLS member libraries held 810 summer reading programs and had 
17,579 children, teens, parents and caregivers attending. 

The Evans Mills Public Library was filled with bugs every Tuesday in July, but 
Mrs. Tooley, the library manager, did not call an exterminator! 
 

It was all part of the story time theme, Catch the Reading Bug. Mrs. Tooley and 
Mrs. Michelle Fults, the library’s summer reader, encouraged kids to make more 
bugs. 
 

The kids crafted snappy click beetles from clothes pins and beautiful butterflies 
emerged from toilet paper roll chrysalis. Everyone looked lovely wearing the 
ladybug hats they constructed. It was a fun summer for all who participated. 
 

Mrs. Fults shares a story 

Evans Mills 
children 
gather around 
Mrs. Fults for 
story time 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Fults 
and Mrs. Ellie 
Canall help 
kids create 
their critters 


