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Senator Wright Best Buy Sponsors NCL SAnnual Meeting
and

Assemblywoman Scozzafava
Recognized at Annual M eeting

NCLS and the North Country
Public Library Director’s
Organization honored the
legidlators for their support of
public libraries and presented them
with personally engraved plaques.

The keynote speaker, Mike Randall (aka“Mark Twain”), and the nine “Tag
Team” volunteers from Best Buy pose for a photo during the 2006 NCLS
Annua Meeting at Jefferson Community College on Saturday, October 7th.

Seeinside for more information.
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Seeinside for more Annual M eeting News and Photos!

North Country Reads 2007 Selection:

TheHa-Ha by Dave King
From Booklist:

King's compelling, compassionate debut revolves around Howie, who suffered a
head injury in Vietnam and now can neither speak nor write. When Sylvia, an old
girlfriend, asks Howieto care for Ryan, her nine-year-old biracial son, while she
goesto anearby detox center, Howieisinitially overwhelmed by his new
responsibilities but gradually fallsinto the role of father: making healthy breakfasts,
listening to hip-hop, and signing Ryan up for a Little League team and even filling
in as umpire. Howie and his three housemates proudly attend Ryan's end-of-the-year
school program, and as the summer progresses, Howie dreads Sylvia's emergence
from rehab--he can barely remember life before Ryan. Since hisinjury Howie has
gradually withdrawn from all human contact except for the nuns at the convent
where he mows the lawn and his stalwart group of housemates. Caring for Ryan has
opened him up again to joy and sorrow, frustration and small accomplishments. The
reader is drawn into Howie's world and roots for him with every first step he takes.




The 2006 Annual Meeting of the North Country Library System
took place on Saturday, October 7 in the Sturtz Theater at
Jefferson Community College.

The surprise keynote speaker, a Mark Twain impersonator played
by WKBW-TV meteorologist from Hamburg, NY, Mike Randall,
was a big hit. For more information On Mike and his show, Mark
Twain Live!, visit hisweb site at:
http://www.marktwainlive.com/home.html

Assemlywoman Dede Scozzafava and Senator James Wright were
in attendance at the meeting and were awarded with plaques from
NCLS and the North Country Public Library Director’s
Organization in recognition of their support for public libraries.
Both legidators have been supportive of state legislation that
benefits libraries and have contributed member item funds to many
public librariesin their districts. Senator Wright has contributed
$175,000 to the NCL S Service Center building renovation project
that will begin this Fall.

The new Best Buy store located at the Salmon Run Mall sponsored
the meeting by sending nine “Tag Team” volunteer employees to
help run the event. As part of the “ Tag Team” program, forty
volunteer hours by Best Buy employees earns NCL S $1,000 to
help pay for the keynote speaker. The Best Buy gang were great to
work with and helped make this year’ s annual meeting the best one
yet. Thanks Best Buy!

Improvement Awards were presented to the libraries of East
Hounsfield, Fulton, Hermon, and Morristown. Special Awards for
Major Initiatives were awarded to the libraries of Canton, Evans
Mills, Potsdam, Watertown, and Williamstown. The first ever
“Trustee of the Year” Award was presented to June Walker,
President of the Board of Trustees of the Cape Vincent Community
Library (nominated by Linda V oorhees, Director).

Susan Charley, NCL S Associate Director, was recognized for her
thirty years of serviceto the North Country Library System and
was presented with an engraved clock by Director Steve Bolton
during the meeting. The audience responded with a standing
ovation!

Thanksto all involved for making this the best NCLS Annual
Meeting to date.

To view more pictures, visit the NCLS web site at
www.nclsweb.org.
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Steve Bolton and “Mark Twain”

Senator Wright and
Assemblywoman Scozzafava

LindaV oorhees and June Walker

Susan Charley and Steve Bolton
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Goodbye Mary, we will miss you! NCL S Events
www.nclsweb.org
Mary O’ Donnell’s last day at NCL S was Thursday, Click on “Event Registration”
September 28th and the staff had a going away party in R
her honor. 0 N
ctober =

20th- Growing a Reader
BOCES Conference Center
Watertown, 9am-4pm

November

7th-  Technology Tamers
NCLS, 9:30am-12pm

We received an e-mail from Mary yesterday lettingus | |8th-  Technology Tamers

know that all is going well in their new homein NNYLN, 10am-12:30pm
Vermont and that she had just seen a big moose 10th- NCLS Closed for Veteran's Day
standing in her front yard!
11th- BeaPlayer: Advocacy and Power

We wish Mary, her husband Brokering in You Library
Kevin. and their son Kevin. J. Carriage House Inn, Watertown
the very best in their new 10am-3pm
home and new life. We will 16th- NCLS Board Mesting
miss her very much! NCLS, 10am-2pm

23rd & 24th- NCL S Closed
Good luck Mary! for Thanksgiving

Getting to know NCL S Staff: Amy Starr Degnan

Amy has been a Consultant at NCLS since April 2004. She earned her Bachelor’s Degreein English in 1999 and her
Master of Library Science Degreein 2001, both from the University at Buffalo. Before coming to NCLS, sheran the
Geneal ogy Department and was a reference librarian at the Steele Memorial Library in Elmira, NY.

Amy grew up in Dryden (just outside Ithaca), NY where her mother still resides. Last year she bought her first house in
Watertown and spends alot of timefixing it up. Her other interests include beading/jewelry making, hiking, watching
documentaries, singing, reading, Arthurian legend, wine tasting, and taking care of her two dogs (Jake and Guinevere)
and three cats (Ophelia, Olivia, and Greta)!

She has atwin sister, Amber, who is due to have a baby boy this November (first baby in the family!).
Amber and her husband live in Rochester. She also has ayounger sister, Tiffany,
who livesin Brooklyn, NY with her husband.

Favorite books: | Know This Much Is True by Wally Lamb, Where Is The Mango Princess? by
Kathy Crimmins, The Once and Future King by T.H. White

Favorite movie: Sdeways
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Automation Update

The libraries of Adams Center, Chaumont, Henderson, Martinsburg, and Orwell are currently
bar coding their collections.

The Parish Public Library is preparing to begin the automation process.

If your library isinterested in automation,
please contact your Consultant at NCLS.

Reminder: State Construction Grant applications (for both the“big pot” of money,
$408,584, AND the“small pot” of money, $23,824— remember, they are being treated as separate

grantswith separate applications) are due November 3rd at NCLS! Pleasecall your Consultant

If your library has newsworthy information to share in NCLS Access,
please contact Amy Degnan at NCLS: 782-5540 or adegnan@ncls.org

North Country Library System
22072 County Route 190
P.O. Box 99
Watertown, NY 13601



