Cape Vincent Community Library

PO Box 283  Cape Vincent, NY 13618

315-654-2132  cavlib@ncls.org
Date: _________________

Dear, (Representative) 
It comes as no surprise to anyone that the state of New York must tighten its belt to deal with the deficit on the books. What does come as a surprise is that during this economic downturn, when people are counting on and using their community libraries more than ever, the budget gurus target library funding for not just an adjustment, but for a massive cut once again.  

In the current 2010/11 budget aid to libraries has already been reduced to $83.6 million. 

• The 2011/12 budget would cut libraries to $76 million.     A 26% DECREASE from 2007/08!!
The Governor emphasized two points in his budget speech: 

• The State government should provide services to the people, not create huge bureaucracies. 

• The State government has created formulas that guarantee built-in increases. 

Point one: Libraries do not have a huge bureaucracy. Everything a library does is directly aimed at providing services to people. The 65 libraries in our four counties have over 150,000 active library patrons! The money for libraries also benefits school, college and hospital libraries. 
Point two: Libraries have never shared the advantage of automatic cost-of-living increases. Quite the opposite: THE PROPOSED BUDGET WOULD REDUCE LIBRARY SUPPORT TO THE LEVEL RECEIVED IN 1993. When the rate of inflation is taken into account, 51% since 1993, one begins to get the picture of how far libraries have fallen.
Fact:  Libraries cannot afford to hire aggressive, well oiled lobbyists to plead for funding.

Fact:  In most rural libraries staff members already volunteer as much time as they are compensated for, simply to get   the necessary work completed and to serve our patrons in the professional manner they deserve.

Fact:   Users LOVE their library and… OUR PATRONS VOTE!

It’s never easy to tighten one’s belt, but PLEASE, spread the cuts evenly throughout the budget. Please don’t concentrate on the community institution where residents can access job hunting info, educational opportunities, literacy resources, social activities, and entertainment at little or no cost. Don’t punish libraries and their patrons because libraries aren’t represented by powerful lobbyists.

Please remember that if one trims the branches at the top of a tree, the tree lives on and in most cases, flourishes. Take that same tree and slash the roots and it will wither and die.  Libraries are a part of the root system of the American way of life; please don’t cut the neighborhood life line.

Sincerely,

