Construction Grants

% Yo# The 2010 New Y ork State Construction Grants were announced last month. Nine NCLS
member libraries applied for and received the following awards:

39,926 - Adams Center FreeLibrary
5,381 - Canton FreeLibrary (Morley Branch)
16,953 - Ogdensburg Public Library
7,189 - Hannibal FreeLibrary
11,994 - Lowville FreeLibrary
26,525 - Hepburn Library of Waddington
29,750 - Massena Public Library
81,489 - Carthage FreeLibrary
65,475 - Sally Ploof Hunter Memorial Library
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Cutting libraries during a
recession islike cuttin . . . .
hospitals during a p|agl?e_ These Construction Grants are currently a 50/50 matching grant opportunity available

~Eleanor Crumblehulme, to libraries throughout the State. If your building isin need of updates or improvements,
L'brz;yé“rist?iaggl Egh‘i’?‘y then aNY S Construction Grant may be right for your library. Contact your consultant or
State Services Coordinator, Dawn Vincent, a NCLS for more information.

NCL SWelcomes New Staff

g NCLS is very pleased to welcome Matt Corey as the new Learning
Center Coordinator through the federally funded Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program (BTOP). He took over this position in early
March. A North Country native, Matt is a graduate of General Brown
High School and earned a BA in Psychology and a BS in Business
Administration from SUNY Potsdam.

In addition to hiswork at NCLS, Matt works at WWNY Channel 7 asa
Master Control Operator. He also runs his own recording studio and
composing business. It was Matt who created the North Country Library
o System: What We Do video, which can be viewed through the NCL S
home page and YouTube Matt isinterested in all kinds of music, is very creative and has an adventurous spirit.

Matt loves to read and especially likes books on psychology. Buddha' s Brain: The Practical Neuroscience of
Happiness, Love, and Wisdom by Rick Hanson is a recent favorite. Matt is also into film and enjoys anything
created by film director and animator, Hayao Miyazaki.

Along with his many talents, Matt is a serious joke-smith as anyone in a neighboring cubicle can verify. He brings
much fun to work each day. NCLS s so fortunate to have this gifted guy on staff. Welcome, Matt!
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2011 School Ballot Results

North Country voters once again demonstrated their support for public libraries. Thirteen NCLS member libraries
received an additional $141,308 through school ballot referendums on May 17th. All referendums passed easily with
only one exception, Ogdensburg Public Library. Their goal was to move alarge portion of the budget from the
responsibility of the City to the school ballot and the voters did not accept the proposal this time around.
Congratulations go out to all who passed!

The school ballot referendum can be an effective way to increase funding for your library. If you are interested in
learning more about school ballot referendums visit our website. Under Services and Consulting, click on School
Ballot Toolkit. Or, contact your consultant.

Previous $
County Library Total Votes % Yes % No $Increase Amount Final $ Amount
Jefferson Carthage Free Library 557 61% 39% $5,000 $55,000 $60,000
Jefferson Henderson Free Library 297 76% 24% $2,000 $5,000 $7,000
Jefferson Lyme Free Library 383 61% 39% $1,800 $31,200 $33,000
Jefferson Philomathean Free Library (BEL) 297 76% 24% $2,000 $5,000 $7,000
Jefferson Sally Ploof Hunter Memorial Library (BLR) 557 61% 39% $5,000 $39,000 $44,000
Lewis B. Elizabeth Strong Memorial Library (TUR) 448 61% 39% $5,000 $10,000 $15,000
Lewis Constableville Library 448 61% 39% $5,000 $10,000 $15,000
Lewis Lyons Falls Library 448 61% 39% $5,000 $10,000 $15,000
Lewis Port Leyden Community Library 448 61% 39% $5,000 $10,000 $15,000
Oswego Phoenix Library 667 62% 38% $25,000 $45,000 $70,000
Oswego \Williamstown Library 410 60% 40% $15,000 $14,000 $29,000
St. Lawrence  |Morristown Public Library 342 67% 33% $5,000 $20,000 $25,000
Oswego Oswego Public Library 2174 66% 34% $60,508 $1,008,465 $1.068,973
St. Lawrence  (Ogdensburg Public Library 981 36% 64% $527,245

Funding Optionsfor Libraries

People love libraries. Time after time they show their financial support for libraries with their votes. NCL S member
libraries have a 97% success rate with school ballot referendum voting. Public libraries that place al or part of their
budgets in the hands of voters frequently find predictable and more stable funding, along with improved resources
and services.

Other avenues of funding include: _ 3

School ballot

Municipal ballot

Special legidative district formation
School library district formation

Learn more about other funding options availableto librariesin New Y ork State. Contact your NCL S consultant to
set up an informational session with you board of trustees. See how you can do this too!
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Port Leyden Trustees Honored

Port Leyden Community Library honored
outgoing library trustees, Laura Mekkelson
and Mike Cannan, recently at adinner held at
the Alpine Restaurant in Constableville.
Combined, the two generously provided over
40 years of dedicated serviceto the library and
the Port Leyden community.

Laura served on the library board for atotal of
26 years and was treasurer for 23 years. Mike
joined in 1992 and served as president since
2004.

Many thanks for their generosity, time and
talents and best wishes to them both!

Laura Mekkelson and Mike Cannan

% InMemoriam 7

Inez Rose, former Library
Director of Crosby Public
Library in Antwerp, passed
away on April 17th. Inez
was born in Watertown and
... graduated from Antwerp
e High School and Potsdam
Normal School (now known
as SUNY Potsdam).

Inez Rose

After teaching for five years at Boylston and
Sandy Creek one room school houses, Inez
continued using her teaching skills while raising
her eleven children with husband, Earl.

Inez served as Library Director in Antwerp
from 1973 until her retirement in 2002.

NCL S Calendar of Events

www.nclsweb.org/events
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June

Public Libraries Helping Farmers
9:30 am - 12:00 pm, NCLS Training Lab

Directors’ Organization Meeting
10:30 am, Cape Vincent Community Library

Affordable Healthcare: What Are My Options?
10:00 am - 12:00 pm, NCL S Meeting Room

Microsoft Word and Excel 2010
10:00 am - 12:00 pm, NCLS Training Lab

JAB Meeting
10:00 am - 12:30 pm, NCL S Meeting Room

July

Independence Day
NCLS Closed, No Delivery

Drupal for Libraries

9:30 am - 3:00 pm, NCLS Training Lab

Drupal for Libraries
9:30 am - 3:00 pm, Lowville Free Library

Drupal for Libraries
9:30 am - 3:00 pm, Oswego Public Library

Responsible or Restrictive?: Computer Safety in the
Library, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm, NCL S Meeting Room

Drupal for Libraries
9:30 am - 3:00 pm, Potsdam Public Library

NCLS Board of Trustees Meeting
10:00 am, NCL S Board Room

Responsible or Restrictive?: Computer Safety in the
Library, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm, NNY LN, Potsdam
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Outreach Mini-Grants

Four $500 mini-grants were awarded to libraries by the NCLS
Outreach Advisory Council for projects aimed at those in the
community requiring specialized materials and/or those unable to
access traditional library service.

Target populations include blind / visually impaired, physically
disabled, seniors (over 65), unemployed, economically disadvantaged,
and institutionalized.

Grants were awarded to:

Hawn Memorial Library of Clayton for large print books and
Outreach education in partnership with Riverview Apartments

Henderson Free Library for large print books and Outreach
education in partnership with Henderson School A partments

Lowville Free Library for digital literacy for seniors taught by the
Lowville Library Teen Advisory Board. Funding will contribute to
purchase of digital camera, laptop, and other electronic devices for
instruction

B.Elizabeth Strong Memorial Library of Turin for computer classes
for job preparedness

Congratulations to al recipients!

Overdriveisa Smash!

The launch of NCLS eMedia
Library through Overdrive has been
agreat success.

Patrons of all 65 member libraries
have been enjoying the service and
we have aready passed the 2000
mark in the number of circulations.

Keep inmind...

The Kindle will be compatible with
Overdrive later this year!

If your library isinterested in
offering training classes on the
eMediaLibrary service, contact
BTOP Learning Center Coordinator,
Matt Corey at NCLS.

NCL S Raises M oney for WPBSAuction

s

4 , 2

great success at the WPBS Auction.

her talent and creativity.

Great job, everyone!

For the third year in arow, the treasure chest
donated by NCL S and member librarieswas a

The NCLS Community Chest raised $580 for
the 2011 WPBS Auction. The chest, themed
Lifeisan Adventure When You Read, was
filled with books, toys, games and activities
provided by several NCLS member libraries.

Many thanks to all who contributed. Chest
design and artwork were provided by Paulette
Roes. A special thanksto Paulette for sharing
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Paul Schaffer Retiresfrom MPL

The Massena Public Library community gathered
together on May 31st at a reception for Massena
Public Library Director, Paul Schaffer, to honor
him for his years of dedicated service and wish
him avery happy retirement.

Paul has been at the Massena library since 1984.
From books and magazines, to computers, videos,
automation, the Internet, databases, wi-fi and
downloadable media, Paul has ushered in many
changesin his 27 years. In addition to changesin
resources and formats, the library building has
seen many improvements including replacement
windows and furniture, a new roof and carpeting
and a completely remodeled circulation area and
children’s room during Paul’ s tenure.

With Paul at the helm, the library received
numerous awards from NCL S including the Award
for Continuing Excellence, Program of the Year
Award and multiple Improvement Awards.

Emily Owen presented Paul with a Lifetime
Achievement Award and aread a letter from Steve
Bolton, who was away on business.

Steve said:

| would much rather be in Massena today
honoring my friend and colleague, Paul Schaffer.
Massena Public Library has long been a model
public library and an institution that has returned
val ue to the community.

Paul has kept tradition intact and expanded on it
over the past two—and-a-half-plus decades. Paul’s
steady hand, good judgment and hard work have
contributed to a constant and reliable library
service that reaches to superlative.

Massena, . Lawrence County and the entire
north country library community will long
remember Paul’ s dedication and continual good
humor while performing his duties as director of
the Massena Public Library.

We all wish Paul well in this new chapter of life.

Congratul ations, Paul!

Malcolm Starks Honored

The Hepburn Library of Norfolk recently held a
reception to honor Malcolm Starks for his

many years of service. Malcolm served twenty-two
years asalibrary trustee and as Library President for
the last nineteen of those years.

Friends and Library supporters held a ceremony to
thank Malcolm. Town of Norfolk Supervisor, Charlie
Pernice, made a presentation to Malcolm. The Town
Board made aresolution claiming May 21, 2011, as
Malcolm Starks Appreciation Day.

Steve Bolton, Director of the North Country Library
System was the featured speaker. He recounted many
stories about working with Malcolm and reminded
everyone that Malcolm served for ten years on the
NCL S Board of Directors. For five of those years, he
was President of the group. In addition, he was NCLS
Trustee of the Year in 2008.

Denney Byrne, aLibrary trustee, spoke of some of
Malcolm’ s accomplishments and presented him with a
painting. Library Director, Vicky Brothers, who has
worked with Malcolm for over twenty years, shared
severa anecdotes about him. Tim Opdyke, Board
President, presented Malcolm with a plague to thank
him for his contributions. Placed over the Library
Director’s office door, it reads, “ This office spaceis
dedicated to Malcolm Starks for his many years of
untiring service to the Library and the

Norfolk Community.”

Emily Owen and Paul Schaffer
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Yvonne Reff Receives Award for Excellence

- Flower Memorial Library’s Adult Services Librarian and Genealogy Department Supervisor,
vonne Reff, was the recipient of the 21st Annual Award for Excellencein Library Service
| given by the Northern New Y ork Library Network at their Annual Meeting in May. Yvonne
= was recognized for her high standard of service, her always positive, creative approach and

L her tireless enthusiasm. As one nomination letter noted, “ She loves her work and it shows.”
Yvonne Reff (at right)
with Barbara Wheeler .
Congratulations, Y vonne!

M exico

Public Library

The Mexico Public Library, founded in 1937,
residesin ahistoric building rich in style and
character on the corner of Main and South
Jefferson in the heart of town. After operating
in a couple of locations, the library arrived at
its permanent home through the generosity of
Mexico native, Robert E. Brown. The Brown
Family donated the building, which served as
the original location of Grandma Brown’'s
Baked Beans, in memory of Lula“Grandma”
Brown.

Library director, Dorothy ’I'ji-neen, always
provides a warm welcome to library guests

Constructed in 1968, the building provides an
inviting atmosphere to al its visitors. Floor to
ceiling windows along the front of the library
provide natural light on even the gloomiest of
days and exposed brick walls add to the
appeal. The children’s section is bright and
colorful with murals created by Mexico High
School students. Cut out walls offer afeeling
of openness and provide an area of display
space.

One of several beautiful, exposed brick
walls, thisoneisideal for displaying the
work of local artists, such asthis Picasso

Portrait display by Palermo Elementary . . .
School 4th grade students Library director, Dorothy Dineen, began her

association with MPL as alibrary trustee.
From there, she started working as a part-time
assistant ,and eventually took over as director
in 2009. Her strong commitment to customer
service and responsiveness to community
needs help make the library areal treasurein
this Oswego County town.

Natural light pours through large
windows along the front of the building

Thelibrary isa center of activity in this,
offering avariety of programs to people of all
ages. In the lineup this summer will be a Twin
Magicians Magic Show, Build a Bluebird
House, Decorate a Sdewalk Square,

L = Children’s Sculpting Art Class and a Three
Cut-out walls create an open atmosphere. ~ Day Farm Program, which will provide free
Earthy colors are very soothing. books to participants.

N

Public PCs situated beneath
portraits of library benefactor,
Lulu “ Grandma” Brown and son, Robert

For more images and information on this
vibrant library, visit them on Facebook.
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New Director in Adams Book Battlein Black River
Cheryl Clark has been named the new The cafeteria of Black
Director at Adams Free Library. River Elementary School
was packed when fifty
Prior to amove to Adams three years third and fourth graders
ago, Cheryl lived with her family in competed in a Battle of the
Watertown. She recently retired from Books competition held at
the Jefferson County Department of the school on April 7th.
Employment and Training where she The event, adapted from America’ s Battle of the Books
worked as an employment and training program, was sponsored by Sally Ploof Hunter
coordinator. A problem solver, she Memorial Library.
enjoys working with and assisting the
public with avariety of needs. Competition was tough
and three teams had to
Cheryl has many interests and has been endure a specidl tie-
activein the PTO, Girl Scouts and the breaking round to
Irish Festival. She replaces Christine determine who would go
McConnell who has accepted another on to the final round.
position and has reloccated. Competitors and their
families enjoyed a pizza
Welcome, Cheryl! party during the final round of play. Black River hasa
lot of avid young readers!
Pepsi Refresh Project Funding in Sight for Harrisville FreeLibrary!
Vote to create space for teens and children at the library:
www.refresheverything.com/harrisvillefreelibrary

Arbor Day Fun in Adams

The four public libraries in the South Jefferson School
District al enjoyed a presence at the 25th Annual Adams
Arbor Day Festival and Craft Fair held at the high school
on April 30th. The event which features a variety of

exhibits attracts people from all across Jefferson County.
Trustees, Penny Sayers-McGrath

d Jane Th from ADC —_— - i
and Jane Thompson from The libraries promoted their resources, services and programs. Rodman

Public Library provided a sampling of their impressive large print
collection for the display. Adams Center raffled off a gift basket and to
celebrate the recent launch of the eMedia Library, Adams Free Library
raffled off a Nook eReader.

Did you know?

_ Adamsis known asthe “Arbor Day Village” because Secretary of
Trustees, Dick Bushnell, Arden . .
Sharpe along with new director,  AAriculture to President Grover Cleveland and Arbor Day Founder,

Cheryl Clark, and Christine  Julius Sterling Morton (April 22, 1832 — April 27, 1902), was born in
McConnell from ADM Adams.
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Something “ A-fowl” in Cape Vincent

Dolores Bell and her daughter, Raphaela, brought in some super
stars of the chicken coop to share with the children of Cape
Vincent. The stars of the show, including Pretty and Lisa,
seemed quite happy at the library. The “girls of afeather” were
very well behaved and Miss Amy somehow worked her usual
magic to contain an unusually excited crowd of children (and
adults, asthey were just as interested as the kids).

The event was an opportunity to introduce the fantastic new
Libri Foundation book collection that the library received. The
collection contains a diverse group of titles for picture book,
easy readers and juveniles. All are cataloged and ready to
checkout.
Raphaela and Dolores Bell, introducing chickens
at Cornell Cooperative Extension sponsored story hour  The Bells were well prepared for the story time, and presented

agriculturally geared information to share while allowing the

children a“hands on” encounter with five of the favorite barnyard dwellers. Their chickens are raised organically

and “the girls” do their part filling the nests with beautiful brown eggs which hide very orange yolks.

Dolores even made enough deviled eggs to go around as a snack. The entire program was sponsored by Cornell
Cooperative Extension and produced under the banner of Agricultural Week. It givesfolksinvolved in farming a
chance to present to others the joy and satisfaction of producing foodstuffs from the earth, including livestock. For
many, programs such as this provide the only opportunity available to truly understand the process by which our
food is produced and the sacrifices made by our farming friends.

Many thanks to Dolores, Raphaela, Dolores's husband, Mike, and the hens for a great chance to thank chickens
everywhere for their selfless devotion to feeding people throughout the world!

If your library hasinformation to sharein NCLS @ccess,
Please contact Joan Pellikkaat NCLS: 782-5540 or jpellikka@ncls.org

Automation Update

Congratulations to Williamstown Free Library, which had their “Go Live” day on April 4th and is now fully
automated using the Sirsi circulation system!

Thelist of automated libraries continues to grow with the following libraries currently barcoding their collections:

Central Square Library
Croghan Free Library
Lyons Falls
Theresa Free Library
Canton Free Library Branches:
Morley & Rensselaer Falls

If your library isinterested in automation, please contact your Consultant at NCLS.




